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May 5, 2022 

 
Dear Holy Names Academy Community, 

At the end of the 2022-2023 school year, I will retire from my position as Head of School and 
Principal of Holy Names Academy. My 28 years in this role have been ones of great personal and 
institutional growth, as were the previous 20 years I worked as teacher, coach, and Vice Principal. 
Together, we have worked to strengthen the mission and program of the Academy by enhancing 
facilities, providing new resources, creating scholarship endowments, and securing the 
Academy’s long-term future. It has been a joy to serve this community, to witness the influence 
of an Academy education on generations of young women, and to see the myriad of ways they are 
making our world a more inclusive, just, and kind place. 

I was educated for 12 years by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary (SNJM), first at 
St. Joseph School and then at Holy Names Academy. When I returned after college to HNA as a 
young math and physics teacher, I had no idea that it would lead to a lifetime commitment to the 
SNJM core values and mission of HNA. These past decades have been a transforming time of 
engagement, passion, faith, love, and community for me. It has been a privilege to be part of this 
wonderful school and to carry forward the good work of the Sisters of the Holy Names. 

I am grateful to have worked with so many dedicated and talented individuals who inspired and 
encouraged me. The Academy is blessed with strong leadership at every level, from the Board of 
Trustees to the administrative team, the faculty and staff, and the Alumnae and Parent Boards. We 
are a community that cares deeply about the young women we serve.  

I am especially thankful to my family and friends who have supported and encouraged me in my 
work. You have been my North Stars. I have been blessed to be surrounded by inspiring people 
who share in my love for the Academy. I am especially grateful for the support of my late 
husband, Steve, who was a wonderful partner and who loved the Academy almost as much as I 
do! And one of the greatest joys of my life was to see my own daughter, Mary, graduate from the 
Academy and to witness her ongoing support for the school. 

It is hard to express the depth of my gratitude for the gift of Holy Names Academy and all the 
good people associated with it. This is an amazing community unlike any other. I look forward to 
the year ahead—I am committed to making it the best year ever and to ensuring a smooth 
transition.   

With heartfelt appreciation, 
 
 
Liz Eldredge Swift ’71 
 


