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May 5, 2022 
 

Dear Holy Names Academy Community, 

As an HNA alumna, alumna parent, and President of the Board of Trustees, it is hard for me to imagine the 
Academy without Liz Swift. She has led the Academy through an unprecedented period of growth and 
excellence, and students have thrived under her leadership.   

A Life’s Work Dedicated to Holy Names Academy 
Liz has spent more than half a century at HNA, attending first as a student from 1967 to 1971, and returning 
after college in 1975 to begin her career at the Academy. Throughout this time, she has worked passionately 
and tirelessly to grow the school to what it is today. When Liz became Head of School and Principal in 1995, 
enrollment was about half of what it currently is. Through her commitment to the Academy’s mission of 
serving young women from all backgrounds, Liz has helped grow the endowment program to provide financial 
aid and keep HNA accessible to all students. Liz has also overseen major renovations to HNA’s historic 
building, from the construction of the new Café and the Heritage Center, to the Mary Herche Pavilion, and 
most recently—and significantly—the Jeanne Marie McAteer Lee Athletic Complex and Underground Parking 
Garage. 

Thorough Vetting of an Exceptionally Qualified Candidate 
Upon her retirement announcement to the Board of Trustees, the Board hired Educators Collaborative, an 
external consultant with significant experience in school leadership transitions, and formed a Succession 
Committee composed of a group of Trustees representing all constituents in the HNA community. After 
closely reviewing the application, qualifications, and references of a strong candidate, the Succession 
Committee conducted a series of extensive interviews. Throughout the interview process, the candidate 
demonstrated that she is exceptionally qualified, mission-driven, and passionate about Holy Names Academy.  

New Head of School and Principal Announced, Effective July 2023 
I am pleased to announce that the Board has selected Kim Dawson, the Academy’s current Vice Principal of 
Student Life, to replace Liz as the Head of School and Principal starting in July of 2023. With more than 26 
years of experience at HNA—19 of those years as Vice Principal—Kim could not be more qualified to lead 
HNA into the future. We are grateful to Liz, who will work closely with Kim to ensure a seamless leadership 
transition and be available as a mentor in the years to come.  

We look forward to many opportunities during the next year to thank Liz for her incredible service to the 
Academy and welcome Kim into her new role. Thank you for your continued support of Holy Names 
Academy and its mission as we build this exciting next chapter in the school's history together.  

With gratitude, 
 

 
Cindy Oh Lohman ’80 
HNA Board of Trustees President 


